belief or expression, or to bend our knee to aggression, is to destroy
completely the very ideals which inspired us in our demand for
Pakistan.
This intensity of purpose and this firm faith have, during the last
three years, been demonstrated in ways which surprised our critics
and our friends, and in some ways went beyond our own expecta-
tions. When British India was partitioned we, the Pakistanis, were
asked to set up a new state of eighty million people within a period
of two months. We had no capital and no flag. Our administrative
machinery had to be built up from scratch. We were allotted an
army, but its personnel was dispersed far and wide and could not
come together for months. We had no military equipment. Our
share of the military equipment of British India which was al-
lotted to us on paper remains largely undelivered even today when
three years have elapsed. Being a backward people we had no indus-
try, no engineers and practically no traders. Within a few months
of independence seven million homeless refugees driven out of India
came over to us in a miserable plight to seek shelter. Had it not
been for the unity of our people we might have floundered. But
today after three years we are stronger than before. And in spite of
some very anxious moments when our international rights and our
freedom seemed to be in jeopardy, we are still free.
What are the demands that our freedom makes on us? Our first
duty is to ourselves. I do not say this in any spirit of selfishness or
chauvinism. A free people must maintain their own freedom first.
Otherwise they disgrace the fair name of free men and women all
over the world. But the maintenance of freedom requires constant
vigilance. "Liberty does not descend upon a people; a people must
raise themselves to it. It is a fruit that must be earned before it can
be enjoyed." That freedom means freedom only from foreign
domination is an outworn idea. It is not merely governments that
should be free but the people themselves who should be free; and
no freedom has any real value for the common man or woman unless
it also means freedom from want, freedom from disease, freedom
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